[How to assess the economic cost of tropical diseases in a rural community].
Many tropical diseases cause disability and hinder the socio-economic development of the Third World countries where they rage. A method of assessment of the economic cost of these diseases during epidemiological studies has been suggested here. It calls on the following factors: the type of activity of the community, the gross income of the community, the cost of treatment and the types of the disability (degree of disability, length of disability in relation to the period of production, and the degree of men's activity).